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Book REVIEW 


THE WEST AFRICAN HERBARIA OF ISERT AND THONNING. A TAXONOMIC REVI- 
SION AND AN INDEX TO THE IDC MICROFICHE, by F. N. Hepper, with pp. 227, 7 


plates, | fig., 2 maps, 240 x 150 mm. Bentham-Moxon Trust, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, 1976. £6.50. 


Two Danes, Isert and Thonning, made important plant collections in West Africa 
between 1783 and 1803; 610 species are represented and 474 names are typified by these 
specimens, which are mostly housed in the Botanical Museum, Copenhagen. Mr Hepper, 
during the course of his work on the Flora of West Tropical Africa, has checked the identity 
of all the specimens, sought duplicates in 10 other major herbaria, and revised the whole 
collection taxonomically and nomenclaturally. The main part of the book is a systematic list 
with the species arranged alphabetically by family and genus under their current names. 
Synonyms, vernacular names, translations of field notes, economic notes and localities are 
given. A supplementary list of references, a list of vernacular names and their botanical 
equivalents, a gazetteer of Isert’s and Thonning’s place names with their modern equiva- 
lents, and two maps (detailing the collecting areas of Isert and Thonning) are printed on 
coloured paper and inserted after the systematic list. Finally, there is a list of genera 
described as new from the Isert and Thonning collections and their present status, a list of 
Thonning’s herbarium (and MSS) numbers with present and former determinations, and 
lists of the location of specimens in the various herbaria, with indexes to microfiches. 

The introduction includes biographical notes on Isert and Thonning as well as von Rohr, 
Haasland Smith and Mortensen who also collected in West Africa about the same time as 
the two main collectors. Ole Haasland Smith is much less well known than Hoslundia, the 
genus named after him; it belongs to Labiatae and is remarkable for the fleshy orange calyx 
that surrounds the ripe nutlets. 

This book will be an invaluable aid to workers on the African flora: not only are the 
determinations of these important early collections clarified, but there is a wealth of 
ancillary information. In particular it is interesting to read these early records of introduced 
plants. the weeds Argemone mexicana and Chenopodium murale for instance, while ginger 
(Zingiber officinale) and tumeric (Curcuma domestica), both Asiatic in origin, were being 
cultivated. 
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